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24 CFR Ch. VIII (4–1–10 Edition) § 886.125 

§ 886.125 Overcrowded and underoccu-
pied units. 

If HUD determines that a contract 
unit assisted under this part is not De-
cent, Safe, and Sanitary by reason of 
increase in Family size or that a Con-
tract unit is larger than appropriate 
for the size of the Family in occu-
pancy, housing assistance payments 
with respect to such unit will not be 
abated, unless the Owner fails to offer 
the Family a suitable unit as soon as 
one becomes vacant and ready for occu-
pancy. The Owner may receive housing 
assistance payments for the vacated 
unit if he complies with the require-
ments of § 886.109. 

§ 886.126 Adjustment of utility allow-
ances. 

When the owner requests HUD ap-
proval of adjustment in Contract Rents 
under § 886.112, an analysis of the 
project’s Utility Allowances must be 
included. Such data as changes in util-
ity rates and other facts affecting util-
ity consumption should be provided as 
part of this analysis to permit appro-
priate adjustments in the Utility Al-
lowances. In addition, when approval of 
a utility rate change would result in a 
cumulative increase of 10 percent or 
more in the most recently approved 
Utility Allowances, the owner must ad-
vise the Secretary and request ap-
proval of new Utility Allowances. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control numbers 2502–0352 and 
2502–0354) 

[51 FR 21863, June 16, 1986] 

§ 886.127 Lease requirements. 
(a) Term of lease. (1) The term of a 

lease, including a new lease or a lease 
amendment, executed by the owner and 
the family must be for at least one 
year, or the remaining term of the con-
tract if the remaining term of the con-
tract is less than one year. 

(2) During the first year of the lease 
term, the owner may not terminate the 
tenancy for ‘‘other good cause’’ under 
24 CFR 247.3(a)(3), unless the termi-
nation is based on family malfeasance 
or nonfeasance. For example, during 
the first year of the lease term, the 
owner may not terminate the tenancy 
for ‘‘other good cause’’ based on the 

failure by the family to accept the 
offer of a new lease. 

(3) The lease may contain a provision 
permitting the family to terminate the 
lease on 30 days advance written notice 
to the owner. In the case of a lease 
term for more than one year, the lease 
must contain this provision. 

(b) Required and prohibited provisions. 
The lease between the owner and the 
family must comply with HUD regula-
tions and requirements, and must be in 
the form required by HUD. The lease 
may not contain any of the following 
types of prohibited provisions: 

(1) Admission of guilt. Agreement by 
the family (i) to be sued, (ii) to admit 
guilt, or (iii) to a judgment in favor of 
the owner, in a court proceeding 
against the family in connection with 
the lease. 

(2) Treatment of family property. 
Agreement by the family that the 
owner may take or hold family prop-
erty, or may sell family property, with-
out notice to the family and a court de-
cision on the rights of the parties. 

(3) Excusing owner from responsibility. 
Agreement by the family not to hold 
the owner or the owner’s agents re-
sponsible for any action or failure to 
act, whether intentional or negligent. 

(4) Waiver of notice. Agreement by the 
family that the owner does not need to 
give notice of a court proceeding 
against the family in connection with 
the lease, or does not need to give any 
notice required by HUD. 

(5) Waiver of court proceeding for evic-
tion. Agreement by the family that the 
owner may evict the family (i) without 
instituting a civil court proceeding in 
which the family has the opportunity 
to present a defense, or (ii) before a de-
cision by the court on the rights of the 
parties. 

(6) Waiver of jury trial. Agreement by 
the family to waive any right to a trial 
by jury. 

(7) Waiver of appeal. Agreement by 
the family to waive the right to appeal, 
or to otherwise challenge in court, a 
court decision in connection with the 
lease. 

(8) Family chargeable with legal costs 
regardless of outcome. Agreement by the 
family to pay lawyer’s fees or other 
legal costs of the owner, even if the 
family wins in a court proceeding by 
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